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drawn into the vortex of this controversial debate by
a combination of circumstances. It gave me an
intense satisfaction to see the youth of England
rebel against orthodoxy, against public opinion. But
it was not long before I also felt what the majority of
the Union did, and the pacifist argument seemed
most convincing at a time Europe was in such an
unhealthy state of mind.
When we met the week after, the President began
as usual by calling upon the Secretary to read the
minutes of the last meeting. It was a packed house
for the storm had already burst in the national and
the international press. I read the minutes and sat
down, feeling very proud that it should have fallen
to my lot to write them. As I sat down, various
members came in, and took their seats, I then
became conscious of some crowding round me, and
the next moment I realised the minutes were gone,
being torn by a group of patriotic young men, who
had suddenly discovered their patriotism. I preserv-
ed a small bit for myself, and re-wrote the minutes.
Hardly anyone in the house knew then that anything
like this had happened and of course the Press lapped
up this new development in what was already a
first-class newspaper sensation.
The imagination of some" enterprising journalist
resulted in my being called "an amateur boxer''
" a distinguished boxer ", "a boxing blue ", and I
have retained this distinction on the records of the